
WELCOME ABOARD

U.S.S. BASHAW (AGSS-241)



As Commanding O f fi c e r , USS BASHAW, I am happy to welcome
y o u a b o a r d t h i s u n i t of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s P a c i fi c F l e e t a n d
of t h e Submarine Force, Pacific.

This s u b m a r i n e i s t y p i c a l of t h e numerous o t h e r s s e r v i n g
t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d i n t h e c a u s e o f c o n t i n u i n g p e a c e a n d
f reedom. The o f fi c e r s a n d c r e w o f t h e BASHAW a r e a l l hand-
p i c k e d v o l u n t e e r s , who a r e j u s t i fi a b l y proud of t h e i r subma-
r i n e and of i t s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , p a s t and p r e s e n t .
t h a t y o u w i l l p r o fi t f r o m y o u r v i s i t a n d l e a v e us

I hope
w i t h a

b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g
t h e many s a c r i fi c e s

of your submar ine f o r c e , i t s men, a n d
w h i c h t h e y make t o k e e p t h i s c o u n t r y

of o u r s s a f e for a l l of us.
We a r e p l e a s e d to have you v i s i t u s . WELCOME ABOARD.

D. WALSH
Commanding O f fi c e r
USS BASHAW ( A G S S - 2 4 1 )

C o m m a n d e r D o n W a l s h g r a d u a t e d from t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
Naval Academy i n June 1954 Upon g r a d u a t i o n , he r e p o r t e d a-
b o a r d t h e USS MATHEWS (AKA 96) f o r h i s i n i t i a l t o u r o f d u t y.
From t h e USS MATHEWS, Commande r WALSH r e p o r t e d t o t h e U. S .
Naval Submarine S c h o o l , New London, C o n n e c t i c u t in J u l y 1956,
for d u t y under i n s t r u c t i o n . Upon g r a d u a t i o n f r o m S u b m a r i n e
School in December 1956, h e r e p o r t e d t o USS RASHER (SSR 269 )
f o r a two year tour of duty. I n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 5 8 . h e w a s s e n t
o n T A D t o t h e s t a f f o f C O M S U B F L O T O N E a s F l o t i l l a S e c r e t a r y .
H a v i n g v o l u n t e e r e d for t h e d u t y , i n M a r c h 1 9 5 9 Commande r
WALSH was o r d e r e d t o r e p o r t t o U. S. Navy E l e c t r o n i c s L a b o r -
a t o r y a t S a n D i e g o a s O f fi c e r - i n - C h a r g e B a t h y s c a p h
In July 1962,

T R I E S T E .
he was o r d e r e d t o USS SEA FOX (SS 4 0 2 ) . A f t e r

one WestPac d e p l o y m e n t , h e w a s s e n t t o PCO s c h o o l a t P e a r l
H a r b o r . Upon r e t u r n from
USS BUGARA

PCO s c h o o l , h e r e p o r t e d on b o a r d
(SS 331) as E x e c u t i v e O f fi c e r u n t i l November 1964.

H a v i n g r e c e i v e d a s c h o l a r s h i p from Texas ASM, t h e N a v y g a v e
Commander WALSH t i m e o f f t o s t u d y p h y s i c a l o c e a n o g r a p h y. D u r :
i n g summer of 1 9 6 5 , h e w a s o r d e r e d t o a TAD t o u r w i t h t h e Of-
fi c e of Naval M a t e r i a l to conduct a study of Navy management
of ocean s c i e n c e s and technology.

I n August 1968, Commander WALSH re l i eved Commander E. V.
CRABB as Commanding O f fi c e r , USS BASHAW (AGSS 241)



HISTORY OF THE USS BASHAW ( A G S S - 2 4 1 )

The h is tory of the USS BASHAW (AGSS-241) began on 4 December
1942, when h e r kee l was l a i d a t E l e c t r i c Boat Company,
C o n n e c t i c u t .

G r o t o n
She was c o n c e i v e d a s a p a r t of t h e s t e p p e d - u p

Amer ican o f f e n s i v e in t h e P a c i fi c d e s i g n a t e d
a n d

t o s t e m t h e t i d e
c a r r y t h e war t o t h e J a p a n e s e h o m e l a n d . BASHAW

m i s s i o n e d on 25 O c t o b e r 1943 and t u r n e d over
w a s c o m -

manding o f fi c e r , LCDR R.E. N i c h o l s , USN.
t o h e r fi r s t c o m -

Following extensive t r a i n i n g , she reported to Commander Task
F o r c e 72 for d u t y i n t h e P a c i fi c T h e a t e r o f O p e r a t i o n s .
ing Milne Bay, New Guinea on 19 March 1944,

D e p a r t -

b l o o d o n h e r
BASHAW d r e w fi r s t

maiden p a t r o l by damaging
tender s o u t h e a s t of Mindanao.

a J a p a n e s e s u b m a r i n e
At war 's end, BASHAW had c o n t r i b -

u t e d s i g n i fi c a n t l y t o t h e A m e r i c a n war e f f o r t by p e r s o n a l l y ac-
counting for 62,000 tons of enemy shipping, sunk o r damaged.

S u b s e q u e n t to the c e s s a t i o n o f h o s t i l i t i e s w i t h J a p a n , BASHAW
w a s d e c o m m i s s i o n e d a t M a r e I s l a n d
r e m a i n t h e r e u n t i l 3

Naval Shipyard. S h e w a s t o
Apr i l 1951, when she was r e c o m m i s s i o n e d t o

a i d i n c o m b a t t i n g t h e t h r e a t w h i c h t h e Korean c o n fl i c t p o s e d .
A f t e r a s h o r t p e r i o d of o p e r a t i o n s out of San Diego, BASHAW w a s
a g a i n decommiss ioned for c o n v e r s i o n in May o f 1952 a t H u n t e r ' s
P o i n t Naval S h i p y a r d , C a l i f o r n i a . BASHAW was commiss ioned as SSK
a n t i - submar ine submar ine on 28 March 1953 under
LCDR H.E. F r y, USN.

t h e command o f

BASHAW w a s a s s i g n e d t o S u b m a r i n e D i v i s i o n 3 3 . b a s e d i n San
D i e g o , w h e r e s h e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t r a i n i n g a n d fl e e t e x e r c i s e s
u n t i l November 1955, when she was a s s igned to Submarine Div is ion
72 based in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

BASHAW a g a i n r e t u r n e d t o San Diego for a s s i g n m e n t t o Div-
i s i o n THIRTY-THREE i n O c t o b e r 1 9 6 4 .

BASHAW has made fi v e WESTERN PACIFIC dep loymen t s s i n c e 1960.
The most r ecen t of these s t a r t e d 1 3 January 1 9 6 7 . During t h i s
p e r i o d t h e c r e w w a s a w a r d e d t h e V i e t n a m S e r v i c e M e d a l f o r p a r t i c -
i p a t i o n s in o p e r a t i o n s in t h e v i c i n i t y of the Tonkin G u l f . Sine
r e t u r n i n g f r o m d e p l o y m e n t t o S a n D i e g o o n 2 5 J u l y
h a s p a r t i c i p a t e d i n l o c a l t r a i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s

1 9 6 7 ,B A S H A I

a s w e l l a s m a j o r
fl e e t o p e r a t i o n s .

On 26 August 1968 BASHAW r e c e i v e d t h e B a t t l e E f fi c i e n c y "E"
f o r Submarine D i v i s i o n THIRTY-THREE.

On 1 J u l y 1969 BASHAW was a s s i g n e d t o S u b m a r i n e D i v i s i o n
T H I R T Y - O N E
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