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LIBERTY OR DEATH

-USS PATRICK HENRY
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U S S P AT R I C K H E N R Y ( S S B ( N ) 5 9 9 )

"Th i s deadly weapon of war represents the kind o f vig-
ilance t h a t h a s a l w a y s b e e n o n e o f t h e p r i c e s o f f reedom.
I t represents t h e skills o f f r e e working m e n and w o m e n

who contribute t o the defense of their own liberty."
The above words were spoken by the Honorable James

P . Mitchell, Secretary o f Labor. T h e event w a s t h e launch-
ing of the Patrick Henry on September 22, 1959, a t General
Dynamic Corporation's Electric B o a t Division he r e i n
Groton, Connecticut.

Today, six and a half months later, Secretary Mitch-
ell's "deadly weapon of war," the nuclear-powered Patrick
Henry, goes into commission a s a vigilant servant of the
American people a n d a s a m a j o r contribution t o t h e defense
o f t h e F r e e World.

Patrick Henry i s the Navy's second Polaris-firing sub-
marine a n d the firs t built f rom the keel u p a s a Fleet Ballis-
t ic Missile submarine. Along with h e r sister ship, the EB-
built USS George Washington, she will team u p with the
Navy's Fleet Ballistic Missile, Polaris, later this year. From
t h a t d a y fo rward , only a f e w t o p N a v y a n dg o v e r n m e n t
officials wi l l e v e r know t h e location o f t h e P a t r i c k Henry
and t h e George Washington, a s they roam the oceans that
cover 70 percent of the earth's surface.

Fast, silent and virtually immune to surprise attack,
t h e 5400-ton Patrick Henry will combine the almost unlim-
ited endurance o f nuclear power with the deterrent might
o f 16 Polaris missiles capable of wreaking more havoc than
all the bombs o f World Wa r I I . Manned by alternate crews
—while one i s a t sea, the other will be ashore training-she

will b e o n d u t y almost constantly w i t h address unknown,
a n underwater mobile missile launching p la t form hidden
a n d virtually indestructible.

I n the words of Admiral Arleigh Burke, Chief o f Na-
val Operations: "True mobility and unknown location are
basic t o invulnerability i n t h e missile age a n d a n indis-
pensable p a r t o f a successful deterrent. Invulnerability
provides t h e assurance t h a t we c a n h i t back a t t h e enemy
n o mat ter what h e does. And t h i s i s what keeps him
deterred."

Today, USS Patrick Henry joins the Navy a s a greatnew instrument of American seapower which will add sig-
nificantly t o t h e overall de te r ren t posture o f t h e United
S t a t e s a n d t h e F r e e Wo r l d .
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