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* LAUNCHED JULY 15, 1961
COMMISSIONED MAY 21, 1962
C O N D U C T E D FIFTY-FOUR POLARIS D E T E R R E N T PAT R O L S

AWARDED MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION (MARCH
1971)

* E D WA R D F . NEY MEMORIAL AWARD (1978)
* DESIGNATED SSN-611 JANUARY 12, 1981

D E P L O Y E D T O THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA F O U R TIMES

O N L Y SSN T O EVER OPERATE WITH T W O D RY DECK
S H E LT E R S

* AWARDED MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION (MAY-
SEPTEMBER 1989)



Commanding Officers
o f

USS J O H N MARSHALL

B L U E

USS J O H N MARSHALL (SSBN-611)
G O L D

CAPT R. W. STECHER - MAY 6 1 CDR R. D. DONOVAN - MAY 62
CDR C. F. RAUCH - AUG 64 CDR R. H. CARNAHAN — MAY 65
CDR D. E. KNISS - D E C 6 6 CDR M. C. RITZ — APR 68
CDR T. E. LEWIN - OCT 70 CDR R . H . FULLER - M A R 7 2
CDR T. H. BOND - AUG 74 CDR H. A. OLIVER - MAY 76
CDR R. H. OWEN - JUN 78 CDR E. H. ALEXANDER — APR 79

USS JOHN MARSHALL (SSN-611)
CDR E . H. ALEXANDER - JAN 81

CDR P. L. CRIPE - AUG 82
CDR R . L. WIGGINS - JAN 8 6

CDR L. G . WESSMAN - N O V 88
CDR B. J. WEGNER - AUG 91
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HISTORY O F USS J O H N MARSHALL
The keel for the JOHN MARSHALL was laid at Newport News Shipbuilding

and Drydock Company on April 4, 1960. The ship was one of five ETHAN ALLEN
class submarines and the fourth nuclear powered submarine built at Newport News.

JOHN MARSHALL was launched on July 15, 1961. The ship was christened
by Mrs. Robert F. Kennedy during a colorful ceremony i n which the Attorney
General of the United States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy, delivered the principal address.
The Polaris submarine was hailed by Kennedy as "An awesome weapon to defend
our liberties and our rights."

Sea trials began o n April 8 , 1962. After the successful completion of the first
sea trials, Vice Admiral H. G. Rickover, who was aboard as technical director,
expressed personal satisfaction with the trials and thanked the commanding officer
and his crew for "their very fine performance."

On May 21, 1962, JOHN MARSHALL was commissioned at Newport News,
Virginia, and joined the Atlantic Fleet as a unit of Submarine Squadron FOURTEEN.
Ten days later the ship began its shakedown cruise, which culminated on July 12
with the successful firing of two A-2 Polaris missiles off Cape Canaveral, Florida.
On December 31, 1962, JOHN MARSHALL sailed for its first Polaris patrol. Manned
by the BLUE Crew, it became the ninth operational Fleet Ballistic Missile Submarine.

From April 4, 1963 to November 30, 1966, the BLUE and GOLD crews conducted
a total of seventeen deterrent patrols from Holy Loch, Scotland.

On December 13, 1966, the ship started its first major overhaul a t Newport
News Shipbuilding and Drydock Company. The overhaul was completed in April
1968. After the post-overhaul shakedown, the ship loaded missiles in Charleston,
South Carolina and in September 1968 began patrol eighteen. Patrols nineteen through
twenty-five were conducted from Holy Loch, Scotland from October 1968 through
June 1970. In June 1970, the ship became a unit of Submarine Squadron SIXTEEN
and began operations from Rota, Spain.

Patrols twenty-six through thirty-seven were conducted from Rota. The ship was
awarded i ts first Meritorious Unit Commendation as a result of an operation
conducted i n March 1971 that demonstrated the effectiveness and dependability
of the Fleet Ballistic Missile System. In June 1973, the ship returned to New London,
Connecticut for a dependents' cruise, then conducted two patrols from Charleston,
South Carolina.

On November 1, 1974, JOHN MARSHALL began its second refueling overhaul
at Mare Island Naval Shipyard. During this overhaul, the missile systems were
converted to support the Polaris A-3 system. The overhaul was completed in May
1976 and the ship commenced strategic deterrent patrols i n February 1977 as a
unit o f Submarine Squadron FIFTEEN. Patrols forty through fifty-four were
conducted from Apra Harbor, Guam. The final deterrent patrol concluded with
the ship's arrival at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on December 28, 1980.

On January 12, 1981 JOHN MARSHALL was designated SSN-611 and began
operations as an attack submarine from Pearl Harbor. The last Polaris missile was
removed i n Bangor, Washington on June 1, 1981. The ship arrived i n Charleston,
South Carolina on July 20, 1981 and began operations a s a unit of Submarine
Squadron FOUR. On December 28, 1981, the ship departed for its first deployment
t o the Mediterranean Sea. The deployment included several major fleet exercises
and visits to La Maddalena, Italy; Tangiers, Morocco; and Lisbon, Portugal. The
ship returned t o Charleston on May 21, 1982, twenty years to the day after i t
was commissioned.

In September 1983, JOHN MARSHALL again returned to the Pacific Fleet and
arrived at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard on September 29 to start its third overhaul.
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The ship was modified t o support operations with Dry Deck Shelters capable of
deploying SEAL Delivery Vehicles. Post-overhaul sea trials were conducted in
September 1985 and the ship joined Submarine Squadron SIX in Norfolk, Virginia
in November 1985.

On December 15, 1986, the ship, equipped with a Dry Deck Shelter, began its
transit for its second deployment to the Mediterranean Sea. The deployment included
several exercises, a demonstration of the ship's unique special warfare capability
and visits to Toulon, France and La Maddalena, Italy. The ship returned to Norfolk
o n May 29, 1987. In September 1987 a Special Operational Demonstration was
conducted near Puerto Rico with SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team TWO. Operations
in 1988 included battlegroup exercises, Special Acoustic Trials, and Dry Deck Shelter
operations.

The 1,000th dive of the ship was conducted off of Puerto Rico on October 25,
On May 1, 1989, after conducting a variety of exercises with carrier battlegroups

and other submarines, the ship departed for its third Mediterranean deployment.
This was the first time a submarine had deployed anywhere i n the world with two
Dry Deck Shelters on board, adding a unique flexibility and endurance t o the Fleet
Commander for special warfare operations. Embarked o n board when the ship
departed Norfolk was the largest special warfare detachment i n the Atlantic or
Mediterranean. During the 1989 deployment, the ship's response t o contingency
operations, providing forward area support of a unique nature on extremely short
notice, as well as the ship's success with ASW operations, was recognized i n the
award of the Meritorious Unit Commendation. The ship returned t o Norfolk in
September 1989.

The ship conducted three special warfare training exercises in the Caribbean Sea
in 1990, including a highly successful exercise that featured the employment of
Submarine Launched Mobile Mines.

On January 26, 1991, the ship departed Norfolk for its fourth and final deployment
to the Mediterranean. Equipped once again with two Dry Deck Shelters, the ship
operated i n direct support o f Operation Desert Storm and provided significant
capability options to the Sixth Fleet Commander. The ship visited Toulon, France;
Gibraltar; and La Maddalena, Italy, returning to Norfolk on June 22, 1991.

I n September 1991, JOHN MARSHALL served as flagship for the largest
submarine/special warfare exercise since World War II. Over 191 personnel,
including three flag officers and Navy SEAL and Army special forces, embarked
to conduct joint special operations during Exercise Phantom Shadow.

On November 23, 1991, a deactivation ceremony was conducted in Norfolk,
Virginia. The ship's first commanding officer was the featured speaker.

On January 6, 1992, the ship departed Norfolk for the last time. Transit of the
Panama Canal was conducted o n January 1 3 and t h e ship arrived i n San Diego,
California on January 23 for a port visit. The ship departed San Diego on January
27 for the final submerged transit. Twenty five guests were onboard, including the
ship's first commanding officer and another plankowner.

The ship arrived at Bangor, Washington on January 31, 1992 and conducted
offload of repair parts, stores and munitions. On 6 February 1992, the ship put
t o sea for the last time, conducting a one day transit t o Puget Sound Naval Shipyard
for deactivation.

The ship's anchor was placed on permanent display at Hidden Creek Elementary
School in Port Orchard, Washington, on June 11, 1992.

JOHN MARSHALL was decommissioned on July 22, 1992.



USS J O H N MARSHALL
S A I L I N G LIST

O F F I C E R S

CDR BRIAN J. WEGNER, Commanding Officer
LCDR JOHN A. WEIDNER, Executive Officer

LCDR CHRISTOPHER J. KELLY
LT ROGER G. ISOM

LT SCOTT D. RICHARDSON
LT TODD A. ZVORAK

LTJG PAUL A. HERBERT
LTJG DAVID W. MAUERMAN

LTJG KEVIN R. REINERS

C H I E F S

HMCM(SS) JAMES F. BOWLES
Chief o f the Boat

MMC(SS) LAWRENCE F. BEALS, JR.
EMC(SS) MARSHALL C. BRAINARD

SKCS(SS) HARRY D. JOHNSON
EMCS(SS) BRIAN R. KAYE

ETC(SS) CHARLES E. MASON III
MMC(SS) DONALD R. SMITH
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E N L I S T E D

MM1(SS) HARRY R. ANDERSON, JR. STS3(SS) RICHARD W. LAMB
MM3(SS) ADAM R. BACHELLER RM2(SS) RICHARD D. LEONARD
MM1(SS) DANIEL W. BARNES EM2(SS) THOMAS D. MALONEY III
MM1(SS) STEPHEN E. BOYD YN3(SS) CHRISTOPHER R. MCDONALD
QM2(SS) STEVEN A. BRACHA MM2(SS) STEPHEN T. MILLER
MM2(SS) TERRY D. BRYANT EM1(SS) BILLY J. MOORE
TMZ(SS) MICHAEL R. BULLARD ICFN(SS) JAMES MURPH III
ET2(SS) DAVID S. BUTLER SN(SS) CHRISTOPHER PETERSON
IC1(SS/DV) RONALD "E" CROSS IC1(SS) KEVIN C. RAYMOND
EMI(SS) WILLIAM J. DAVIS MM3(SU) JAIME ROBERTO
EM2(SS) BRIAN K. DAWSON MM3(SS) RONALD "A" ROBERTS
MM1(SS) ROBERT L. DOYON ET2(SS) CHRISTOPHER D. ROLEN
MM2(SS) TODD M. DUNDAS MM2(SS) GREGORY A. SCHRAMM
EM1(SS) ROBERT E. EASLEY, JR. ET2(SU) ALLEN D. SHELDON
MM2(SS) EDWIN M. FLYNN MM2(SS) SHAWN P. SKETHWAY
MM2(SS) DAVID R. FULLMER MM2(SS) MARK S. SMITH
MM3(SS) SEAN C. GARRITY STSZ(SS) KEVIN SNIATYNSKY

MM2(SS) KEVIN S. HAFNER EM2(SS) JOHN C. STALLINGS, JR.
SK3(SS) RICHARD W. HANEY MM2(SS) JEFFREY R. STOCKDALE
ET1(SS) DOUGLAS W. HENNEBERGER ET1(SS) JOHN B. THEIS
FN(SS) TED N. HOOPER YNSN(SS) ROBERT J. TIFFANY III
SA(SS) ROBERT W. ISAACSON FTG2(SS) JOSEPH M. VANBECK
ET2(SS) DENNIS P. JOHNSON, JR. MM2(SS) DAVID M. WALTER
ET2(SS) PATRICK D. KELLY MM2(SS) MARC S. WELLS
ET1(SS) MICHAEL C . KENNEDY MM2(SS) ROBERT D . WHITE
MM1(SS) DANIEL J. KEPNER STS2(SS) JAMES P. WIEHAGEN
ETZ(SS) KENNETH L. KERR, JR. EM2(SS) ANTONIO ZARRELLA




