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COMMANDER WILLIAM W . SCHMIDT, USN
C O M M A N D I N G O F F I C E R

Commander Wil l iam SCHMIDT, son o f B u r t a n d Swanie
S c h m i d t , a t t e n d e d s c h o o l i n L e w s t o n , I d a h o , and
Spokane, Washington. H e a t t e n d e d t h eU n i v e r s i t y o f
Idaho , graduating i n J u n e 1967, w i t h a commission
f r o m t h e NROTC program.

F o l l o w i n g c o m m i s s i o n i n g , h e a t t e n d e d N u c l e a r
Power a n d Submar ine t r a i n i n g s c h o o l s a n d t h e n jo ined
t h e USS PARGO (SSN 6 5 0 ) , where h e qualified i n
s u b m a r i n e s . H e r e t u r n e d t o t h e N a v a l S u b m a r i n e
S c h o o l a n i n s t r u c t o r , a n d w e n t t o t h e

Precommissioning U n i t f o r t h e USS GLENARD P . LIPSCOMB
(SSN 685) •

Commander SCHMIDT w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o P e a r l H a r b o r
a s t h e E n g i n e e r O f fi c e r o n t h e U S S SWORDFISH (SSN
5 7 9 ) a n d t h e n t o Commander Submarine F o r c e , U . S .
P a c i fi c F l e e t S t a f f . H e t h e n s e r v e d a s E x e c u t i v e
O f fi c e r o n t h e USS SKATE (SSN 578)

Following P r o s p e c t i v e Commanding O f fi c e r
training, h e reported t o duty a s Commanding Officer,
USS THOMAS JEFFERSON (SSN 6 1 8 ) .

Commande r SCHMIDT i s m a r r i e d t o t h e f o r m e r
Alberta Garc ia o f Honolulu, H a w a i i . They r e s i d e with
t h e i r f o u r c h i l d r e n , H e i d i , J e n n i f e r , Heather and
Derek i n Charleston, South Carolina.



E N G I N E E R I N G P L A N T

Energy f o r p ropu ls ion o f t h e s h i p a n d f o r the
generation o f e l e c t r i c i t y a n d o t h e r v i t a l s e r v i c e s i s
o b t a i n e d i n t h e n u c l e a r r e a c t o r f r o m t h e fi s s i o n i n g
o f u ran ium. Hea t r e s u l t i n g from t h e fi s s i o n process
i s t r a n s f e r r e d th rough t h e medium o f p r e s s u r i z e d p u r e
w a t e r t o s t e a m g e n e r a t o r s w h e r e t h e h e a t i s g i v e n up
t o secondary w a t e r . Steam produced i n t h e secondary
sys tem i s u s e d t o power t h e p r o p u l s i o n a n d e l e c t r i c a l
g e n e r a t o r t u r b i n e s . A s a r e s u l t o f t h e c a r e w i t h
w h i c h t h e e n g i n e e r i n g p l a n t h a s b e e n d e s i g n e d and
cons t ruc ted , personnel o n JEFFERSON w i l l r e c e i v e on
t h e a v e r a g e l e s s r a d i a t i o n t h a n w o u l d r e s u l t from
normal exposure t o n a t u r a l cosmic rad ia t ion , n a t u r a l
r a d i o a c t i v i t y p r e s e n t i n s m a l l q u a n i t y i n v i r t u a l l y
a l l s u b s t a n c e s a n d r o u t i n e m e d i c a l a n d d e n t a l X - r a y s .

SECONDARY STRAM SYSTEM

M A I N C O N O M E T

HACTOB

MAIN CONDENSER

ENGINE ROOM MACTOR COMPARTMENT
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R a d i o communication w i t h submerged submarines
h a v e b e e n p o s s i b l e f o r a n u m b e r o f y e a r s . T h e
s y s t e m s u s e d h a v e b e e n d e v i s e d w i t h s p e c i a l c a r e t o
p r o t e c t t h e locat ion o f t h e submarine, maintaining
t h e a d v a n t a g e o f c o n c e a l m e n t . T e s t s h a v e
demonstrated t h a t t h e Navy's world-wide n e t o f radio
s t a t i o n s h a s t h e power a n d t h e cove rage n e c e s s a r y t o
e x e r c i s e p o s i t i v e c o n t r o l o v e r t h e submerged
s u b m a r i n e .



E N G I N E R O O M
M I S S I L E

C O M PA RT M E N T

R E A C T O R
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U S S T H O M A S J E F F E R S O N i s d i v i d e d i n t o s i x
w a t e r t i g h t c o m p a r t m e n t s . T h e t o r p e d o room h o u s e s t h e
t o r p e d o e s a n d t o r p e d o t u b e s . T h e o p e r a t i o n s
c o m p a r t m e n t h a s t h r e e l e v e l s : t h e u p p e r l e v e l
contains t h e s h i p ' s c o n t r o l , navigation a n d torpedo
s p a c e f o r o f fi c e r ' s a n d c h i e f p e t t y o f fi c e r ' s
q u a r t e r s a n d t h e c r e w ' s d i n i n g a n d r e c r e a t i o n a reas ;
a n d t h e c r e w ' s b e r t h i n g a r e a a n d f o r m e r Polar i s
m i s s i l e fi r e c o n t r o l c e n t e r a r e l o c a t e d o n t h e l o w e r
l e v e l . The middle compartment i s t h e s h i p ' s larges t
compartment, h o u s i n g t h e s i x t e e n m i s s l e t u b e s (now
e m p t y ) . The remaining t h r e e compartments contain t h e
engineering p l a n t a n d p r o v i d e f o r s h i p ' s propulsion
a n d e l e c t r i c i t y f r o m t h e n u c l e a r r e a c t o r .

M a j o r b r e a k t h r o u g h s i n t e c h n o l o g y w e r e r equ i r ed
t o p r o d u c e s u b m a r i n e s c a p a b l e o f o p e r a t i o n s o f
s e v e r a l w e e k s i s o l a t e d f r o m t h e a t m o s h p e r e . T h e
n u c l e a r r e a c t o r g e n e r a t e s p r o p l u s i v e p o w e r and
e l e c t r i c i t y w i t h o u t r e q u i r i n g o x y g e n o r g i v i n g o f f
e x h a u s t , a s i n t e r n a l combustion e n g i n e s d o . Oxygen f o r
breathing i s generated from sea water, and t h e a i r i s
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c l e a r e d o f con t amin a t i ng g a s e s a n d p a r t i c l e s b y t h e
atmosphere control equipment, which a l s o provides a i r
c o n d i t i o n i n g . Abundant f r e s h w a t e r i s d i s t i l l e d from
s e a w a t e r . Cons ide rab le t h o u g h t a n d e f f o r t h a s a l s o
been devoted t o providing good food, recrea t ion , and
l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e crew.

SHIP'S CHARACTERISTICS
Length :

B e a m :

Maximum Depth:

Maximum Speed:

Submerged Displacement:

Sh ip ' s Complement:

Number o f M i s s i l e t u b e s :

4 1 0 f t

3 3 f t

I n e x c e s s o f 4 0 0 f t

I n e x c e s s o f 2 0 k n o t s

7 8 7 4 t o n s

1 3 0 O f fi c e r s a n d c r e w

16



SHIP'S HISTORY
U S S THOMAS J E F F E R S O N ( S S N 6 1 8 )

U S S THOMAS JEFFERSON ( S S N 6 1 8 ) w a s t h e l a s t o f
t h e fi v e ETHAN ALLEN (SSBN 6 0 8 ) c l a s s F l e e t B a l l i s t i c
M i s s i l e S u b m a r i n e s . T h e k e e l f o r JEFFERSON w a s l a i d
o n 3 February 1961, a t t h e Newport News Shipbuilding
a n d Drydock C o . , Newpor t News, V i r g i n i a . S h e w a s
launched o n 2 4 February 1962, w i t h Mrs . Robert S .
M c N a m a r a a s s p o n s o r . B u i l d e r ' s t r i a l s and
preliminary t r i a l s were completed dur ing November and
December o f 1 9 6 2 .

JEFFERSON was commissioned o n 4 January 1963, and
j o i n e d h e r s i s t e r s h i p s i n Submarine Squadron
FOURTEEN dur ing O c t o b e r o f t h a t y e a r . A f t e r fi f t e e n
p a t r o l s from Holy Loch, Scot land , t h e s h i p returned
t o Newport N e w s , i n A p r i l 1 9 6 7 , f o r a shipyard
o v e r h a u l . A f t e r completion o f overhaul i n 1968,
JEFFERSON returned t o Holy Loch t o resume deterrent
p a t r o l s u n t i l t h e s p r i n g o f 1 9 7 0 , w h e n s h e wast r a n s f e r r e d t o S u b m a r i n e S q u a d r o n SIXTEEN a t Rota,
S p a i n .

I n t h e summer o f 1973, JEFFERSON r e t u r n e d t o t h e
U n i t e d S t a t e s t o c o n d u c t Midshipman Summer Tra in ing
Opera t ions f r o m N e w London, Connecticut. O n 1 4
December 1 9 7 3 , JEFFERSON r e c e i v e d t h e P r o v i d e n c e
P l a n t a t i o n s C o n c i l Award p r e s e n t e d a n n u a l l y t o t h a t
S S B N i n t h e A t l a n t i c F l e e t w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e
m o s t ou t s t and ing performance i n c a r r y i n g o u t h e r
m i s s i o n . P r i o r t o e n t e r i n g M a r e I s l a n d Naval
Shipyard o n t h e W e s t c o a s t , JEFFERSON completed
t h i r t y s i x de te r ren t p a t r o l s .

A t t h e completion o f t h e second overhaul i n 1975,
t h e JEFFERSON s h i f t e d h e r h o m e p o r t t o P e a r l Harbor
and joined Submarine Squadron FIFTEEN i n Guam, where
s h e performed h e r l a s t s t r a t e g i c d e t e r r e n t p a t r o l s a sa two-crew FBM submarine. I n bo th 1979 and 1980, the
JEFFERSON w a s p r e s e n t e d Submar ine Squadron FIFTEEN's
B a t t l e E f fi c i e n c y a n d Engineering Excel lence Awards.
In November 1980, upon completion o f h e r 52nd pat ro l ,
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