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THE POLARIS SUBMARINE

The USS WILL ROGERS i s t h e l a s t o f 4 1 P o l a r i s submarines au thor ized by
C o n g r e s s . T h e o c c a s i o n s e e m s a p p r o p r i a t e f o r a b r i e f summary o f t h e
purpose o f t h e Polar is program.

I t was j u s t a dozen years ago t h a t t h e world 's fi r s t nuclear-powered
submarine, t h e USS NAUTILUS, p u t t o s e a (17 January 1 9 5 5 ) . That same
y e a r t h e Navy began developing a b a l l i s t i c m i s s i l e f o r launching from a
n u c l e a r s u b m a r i n e . T h e fi r s t s u c h m i s s i l e w a s l a u n c h e d f r o m t h e USS
GEORGE WASHINGTON, 2 0 Ju ly 1960.

I t i s t h e combination o f nuc lear propulsion wi th long-range atomic
m i s s i l e s t h a t makes P o l a r i s submarines v i r t u a l l y invulnerable a n d highly
l e t h a l weapon sys tems. N u c l e a r propuls ion enables t h e s e s h i p s t o t r a v e l
enormous d i s t a n c e s b e n e a t h t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e o c e a n a n d r e m a i n submerged
f o r m o n t h s a t a t i m e . They a r e completely s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g . They make
t h e i r own a i r a n d w a t e r . T h e i r c rews m a i n t a i n a n d r e p a i r a l l equipment
o n b o a r d .

Senator C l in ton P . Anderson o f t h e J o i n t Congressional Committee o n
Atomic Energy, commenting on the effectiveness o f t h e Polaris submarine,
s a i d : ". . . t h e n u c l e a r p r o p e l l e d b a l l i s t i c m i s s i l e s u b m a r i n e m a r k s t h e
c l o s e s t approach now fo reseeab le t o a n u l t i m a t e d e t e r r e n t . "

President John F . Kennedy, a f t e r observing a successful launch o f a
Polaris miss i le from t h e USS ANDREW JACKSON i n November 1963, s a i d :
"Once one h a s seen a Polaris fi r i n g , t h e efficacy o f t h i s weapons systema s a de te r ren t i s n o t debatable. "

And President Johnson, i n h i s special message on national defense, 18
January 1965, announced t h a t t h e administration proposed t o develop a
new m i s s i l e sys tem--Poseidon-- to i n c r e a s e t h e s t r i k i n g power o f our
m i s s i l e c a r r y i n g submarines.

The advantage t o t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s i s o b v i o u s . Any would-be aggressor
i s aware t h a t we possess 4 1 Pola r i s submarines, whose locat ion h e does
not know, each equipped with 16 missiles having destructive power greater
t h a n t h a t o f a l l explosives u s e d i n World War I I . F o r h i m t o a t t a c k t h e
U.S. proper, unless he had previously destroyed our Polaris fl e e t , would
b e f u t i l e .
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