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HISTORY OF THE USS SWORDFISH
(SS(N) 579)

The USS SWORDFISH is the second United States Sub-
marine to bear that name. She 1s named for the swordfish,
the only representative of the Xiphiidae family of fish to be
known also as the broadbill.

This ship was authorized in 1955, and the designation
SSN-579 assigned. The keel was laid at the U.S. Naval Ship-
yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on 25 January 1956 and
launched 27 August 1957. The ship was sponsored by Mrs.
FEugene Carter Rider, widow of the late Commander Keats
Edmund Montross, Commanding Officer of the first SWORD -
FISH when lost with all hands.

SWORDFISH, under the command of Commander S. D.

ramer, Jr., USN, the first Commanding Officer, began her
life operating in the Atlantic Ocean. uring 1959, SWORD-
FISH left the Atlantic Fleet, passed through the Panama
Canal, and became the first nuclear powered submarine to
operate in the Pacific Fleet. Her home port was assigned
and SWORDFISH received her first Aloha as she steamed into
Pearl Harbor.

Operations began immediately, and SWORDFISH began
compiling her miles steamed. Prior to her first core renew-

al, SWORDFISH had steamed 114, 000 miles; 100, 000 miles of
which were steamed submerged.

During 1960 SWORDFISH deployed to the Western Pa-
cific twice and had the honor of taking two heads of state to
sea on guest cruises. They were President Chiang Kai Shek
of Nationalist China and President Carlos P. Garcia of the
Philippines.

After having completed the above operations, SWORD-
F'ISH returned to the West Coast and received her first major
shipyard overhaul and core renewal at Mare Island Naval
Shipyard.
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LRSS, BDWLIRLOIFISH
(SS(N)579)

% X = w. »n

Reel el .G R danuary 1966
SARREReG... . o 2T Aweaet 1959

Provisional acceptance . ... 2 June 1958

Fiaced in Service................... 12 July 1958

Commissioned ........................ 15 September 1958
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"Fortune Favors the Bold"

Ba s m ma
A ':"-" Sl .
R R
e
A

SR

-

wta et s

LN e

g
)

e e @R R E e
s

ue

!
e

e

L

S

s malel

+I"“III

'i'l
.-:*:E?:

" :+': X ",
: e A,

*.' I_I I. -
B L 1 E ol
=5 -.:‘_ . 5

L T

e F .
T

et o . ‘-.*.'-"E:-'E:f"iﬁ_w aat R S

T (i *
. . 5 " T el
- RA : e
el
l'. o o s
..... o e C 7
-:-' :- i..r.r:_:':-l-:f"Fl'-"
B e
e o e oo : : :
- e o . v .+-':'-:-‘+' . s .
- et ! . - 5 el

e b B g anet SRR
N i . :
- 5 Taman '

L e et S X xet
o " " A e e e r'i: " s e
: e e 2 : S
L Bty R B
R e, " . o,
et o » u s '
e % ”
Rt
2 = e o
oy o I|"‘.- : e e
o 3 R 2
. s g, " ¥
e o N A e e e s .
o e T l':;.. . L] Fa +:'-|:.f-:.::lp .':.::'ﬁ.ﬁ.“ ::.'i ."-'::‘- e 4::-;-‘:"". f"l-‘. ey ..:E.+ i, .*-\"i. ‘E'_

1 e i e e e ! T ' e Sea e R




g
l-‘_l'

"
T

ADOQUT THE SHIF

The Submarine SWORDFISH is the second of the SKATE
class which consists of four nuclear powered submarines, SKATE,
SWORDFISH, SEADRAGON, and SARGO. These submarines are
the first to be designed as a result of experience gained with the

NAUTILUS water cooled reactor and each is considerably smaller
than NAUTILUS,
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HE BASIC POWER PLANT

The power plant of SWORDFISH utilizes a nuclear reactor as
a source of heat to generate steam. The steam is then utilized to
drive two main turbines which are geared to a shaft and propeller
on each side. Additional steam drives two auxiliary turbines to
generate electricity for shipboard use. An emergency diesel gen-

erator and battery are also present to back up the primary steam
plant.

The SWORDFISH was designed as an ''attack'' submarine
whose primary function is to seek out and destroy enemy ships of
any type including enemy submarines.

Some interesting data on SWORDFISH is included below:
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isplacement ......2500 tons

ain battery....... Torpedo tubes

omplement .......85 officers and men

ropulsion plant....2 geared turbines, 2 shafts

eactor plant ...... Westinghouse, moderated and
cooled by pressurized water

peed............. In excess of 15 knots, submerged

ubmerged endurance.. In excess of 15 days
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USS SEADRAGON SSN 584

USS SARGO SSN 583
USS SWORDFISH SSN 579






