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SEADRAGON i s n a m e d a f t e r a s e a c r e a t u r e ( P h y l l o p t e r y x
Taenio la tus ) i n t h e f a m i l y o f fi s h e s (Syngathidae, Order
S o l e n i c h t h y e s ) w h i c h a r e common i n , a n d l i m i t e d t o , t h e
w a t e r s o f S o u t h e r n A u s t r a l i a . I t i s t h e o r n a t e m e m b e r o f
t h i s f a m i l y, which a l s o i n c l u d e s P i p e fi s h e s a n d Seahorses.
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194

T h e fi r s t SEADRAGON (SS-194) w a s commissioned o n 23
October 1 9 3 9 . On 1 0 December 1941, a f t e r on ly two days of
WWII, SEADRAGON w a s d a m a g e d . R e p a i r s w e r e s w i f t a n d , o n 15
December, s h e l e f t Man i l a Bay o n h e r fi r s t w a r p a t r o l o f f
t h e c o a s t o f I n d o - C h i n a . T h e r u s h e d p a i n t j o b t o c o v e r t h e
damaged s u b m a r i n e b e g a n t o p e e l o f f , l e a v i n g t h e r e d
u n d e r p r i m e r s h o w i n g . T h i s e a r n e d h e r t h e n a m e " T h e Red
P i r a t e o f t h e C h i n a C o a s t " f r o m Tokyo R o s e . SEADRAGON
c o n t i n u e d t h e w a r e f f o r t i n a g a l l a n t m a n n e r , completing
t w e l v e w a r p a t r o l s . H e r l a s t w a r p a t r o l e n d e d 2 2 January
1 9 4 5 i n G u a m . U S S SEADRAGON ( S S - 1 9 4 ) e a r n e d e l e v e n b a t t l e
s t a r s a n d s a n k t e n J a p a n e s e v e s s e l s , i n c l u d i n g t h e
submarine I - 4 , wh ich accounted f o r a t o t a l o f 43,450 tons
o f e n e m y s h i p p i n g . U S S SEADRAGON ( S S - 1 9 4 ) was
d e c o m m i s s i o n e d o n 2 9 O c t o b e r 1 9 4 6 i n t o t h e A t l a n t i c R e s e r v e
F l e e t u n t i l s h e w a s s t r u c k f r o m t h e N a v a l R e g i s t e r o n 30
A p r i l 1 9 4 8 .
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SPONSOR

M r s . R o b e r t L . DENNISON

COMMANDING OFFICERS

CDR G . P . STEELE, USN • D E C 5 9 - MAY 6 1

CDR C . D . SUMMIT, USN. •MAY 6 1 - D E C 6 2

CDR D . B . GUTHE, USN. DEC 6 2 - F E B 6 5

CDR R . E . ENGLE, USN. . F E B 6 5 - J U N 6 7

CDR A . S . GLAZIER, USN. JUN 6 7 - AUG 7 2

CDR T . L . JACOBS, USN. • AUG 7 2 - F E B 7 6

CDR N . P . EMERSON, USN. • F E B 7 5 - AUG 7 9

CDR J . W. JORDAN, USN. • AUG 7 9 - S E P 8 1

CDR J . H . STEIN, J R . , USN. • S E P 8 1 - JUN 8 4
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The USS SEADRAGON (SSN 584) w a s t h e U . S . N a v y ' s s i x t h
n u c l e a r p o w e r e d s u b m a r i n e l a u n c h e d a n d t h e f o u r t h a n d fi n a l
s h i p o f t h e SKATE c l a s s , f o l l o w i n g SKATE, SWORDFISH, and
SARGO. S E A D R A G O N i s a n a t t a c k s u b m a r i n e , designed
p r i m a r i l y t o a t t a c k a n d d e s t r o y enemy s u b m a r i n e s a n d was
o r i g i n a l l y fi t t e d f o r o p e r a t i n g u n d e r t h e p o l a r i c e c a p .
SEADRAGON w a s a p i o n e e r o f t h e submar ine e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e
N o r t h P o l a r r e g i o n .

SEADRAGON's v e r y fi r s t miss ion w a s t o t r a v e l f r o m the
A l t a n t i c t o t h e P a c i fi c O c e a n b y w a y o f t h e N o r t h P o l e .
Realizing t h e dream o f navigators f o r cen tu r i e s , SEADRAGON
made a n h i s t o r i c t r a n s i t o f t h e f a b l e d N o r t h w e s t P a s s a g e o n
2 1 A u g u s t 1 9 6 0 a n d t h e n w e n t o n t o r e a c h t h e N o r t h P o l e o n
2 5 A u g u s t , becoming t h e f o u r t h s h i p i n h i s t o r y t o
a c c o m p l i s h t h i s f e a t . S h e t h e n p r o c e e d e d t o t h e P a c i fi c
Ocean and h e r new home p o r t i n Pearl Harbor, completing the
fi r s t E a s t t o W e s t P o l a r t r i p . S h e w a s awarded t h e Navy
U n i t Commendation f o r t h i s r e m a r k a b l e voyage . I w o y e a r s
l a t e r , SEADRAGON r e t u r n e d t o A r c t i c w a t e r s f o r a un ique
rendezvous w i t h h e r s i s t e r s h i p , USS SKATE (SSN 5 7 8 ) , a t
t h e N o r t h P o l e o n 2 Augus t 1962.

O n 2 7 October 1964, USS SEADRAGON became t h e fi r s t
n u c l e a r p o w e r e d v e s s e l t o v i s t H o n g K o n g . T h i s w a s
f o l l o w e d s h o r t l y b y a n h i s t o r i c e n t r y i n t o J a p a n e s e w a t e r s
a n da p o r t v i s t t o Sasebo, Japan o n 1 2 November 1964.
Again, i n t h e f a l l o f 1966 and e a r l y 1967, SEADRAGON became
t h e fi r s t SSN t o v i s i t Yokosuka, J a p a n .S h e w a s t h e fi r s t
n u c l e a r p o w e r e d v e s s e l t h e J a p a n e s e government p e r m i t t e d t o
e n t e r h e r h o m e w a t e r s . T h i s a c h i e v e m e n t h a s s i n c e o f t e n
b e e n compared w i t h Commodore PERRY's fi r s t e x p e d i t i o n t o
J a p a n i n 1853 a s a n achievement i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l d ip lomacy.
SEADRAGON a g a i n s e t t h e s t a n d a r d b y b e i n g t h e fi r s t SSN t o
v i s i t Hobart, Tasmania, Australia i n January 1983.
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U S S SEADRAGON e n t e r e d t h e P e a r l H a r b o r N a v a l
S h i p y a r d o n 0 1 O c t o b e r 1 9 8 3 t o c o m m e n c e a n i n a c t i v a t i o n
a v a i l a b i l i t y . T h e l o g o s h o w n b e l o w w a s d e s i g n e d b y t h e
P e a r l H a r b o r N a v a l S h i p y a r d t o commemora te t h e fi r s t
n u c l e a r s u b m a r i n e t o b e decommiss ioned h e r e . T h e Hawai ian
w o r d s " H E L E I K A H I E HO'OMANA'O" t r a n s l a t e t o "GONE BUT NOT
FORGOTTEN"•

8 3 8 4
5 8 4

SEADRAGON SSN 584

I n twenty-four y e a r s o f a c t i v e s e r v i c e , SEADRAGON
steamed o v e r 200,000 m i l e s , dove a n d surfaced 1800 times,
m a d e t h i r t e e n d e p l o y m e n t s t o t h e We s t e r n P a c i fi c , and
c o n d u c t e d f o u r u n d e r i c e o p e r a t i o n s . T h e s h i p w a s
o v e r h a u l e d t h r e e t i m e s , r e f u e l i n g a t e a c h overhaul.
SEADRAGON w a s a w a r d e d t h e N a v y U n i t Commendat ion a n d t h e
M e r i t o r i o u s U n i t Commendat ion . A f t e r decommissioning, s h e
w i l l b e t o w e d t o P u g e t Sound N a v a l Shipyard f o r s t o r a g e a t
t h e I n a c t i v e S h i p F a c i l i t y .
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e r S u b m a r i n e S q u a d r o n SEVEN
• HICKS, U . S . Navy

manding O f fi c e r , USS SEADRAGON (SSN 584)
nn H . STEIN, J r . , U . S . Navy

I o n i n g a n d R e l i n q u i s h i n g o f Command

M a r c h e s O f f

B e n e d i c t i o n

Depa r tu r e o f O f fi c i a l P a r t y

B a n d S e l e c t i o n s
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EMCS ( S S ) J a m e s A . FOX EMC ( S S ) B a r r y W . STEVENS
EM1 ( S S ) B r i a n D . WARNER EM1 ( S S ) S t e v e n A . FALBERG
EM1 ( S S ) P e t e r M . BECHARD EM2 ( S S ) C o r l W . LEACH
EM2 ( S S ) A n t h o n y M . S T E L L A E M 2 ( S S ) B r i a n M . ANDERSON
EM2 ( S S ) D o u g l a s G . PRUETT E M 2 ( S S ) F r e d e r i c k C . WILSON
EM2 ( S S ) G a r y S C I A S C I A EM2 ( S U ) B r u c e E . SANBORN
EM2 ( S S ) M a r v i n A . FOSTER

CREW

A D M I N I S T R AT I V E D E PA RT M E N T

CDR L a r r y W . COOK, E x e c u t i v e O f fi c e r
E T C M ( S S ) E d w a r d W . DAVIES

C O B
MSCM ( S S ) M i c h a e l L . KNAUB

- D E C 8 3 t o J U N 8 4 C O B - M AY 8 2 t o D E C 8 3
HMC ( S S ) L a r r y G . LOGAN YN1 ( S S ) E d w i n E . BISSELL
YNSN(SS) J a y M . McCOY Y N S N ( S U ) R o b e r t K . HOWARD

E N G I N E E R I N G D E PA RT M E N T

LCDR D a v i d M . McCALL, E n g i n e e r O f fi c e r
L T R o b e r t W . STANSBURY L T M i c h a e l S E R A F I N , J r .
L T R o b e r t D . CHRISTENSEN L T B r u c e R . JENKET
L T J G M i c h a e l P . J O H N S O N

E L E C T R I C A L D I V I S I O N

R E A C T O R C O N T R O L D I V I S I O N

E T C ( S S ) C h a r l e s E . ZAHN
ET 1 ( S S ) M a r k K . R A D E R
E T 2 ( S S ) S t u a r t W . P R U I T T
E T 2 ( S S ) T h o m a s F . PAYNE

ET 1 ( S S ) M a t t h e w J . BECKMAN
E T 2 ( S S ) A l b e r t J . D E L A N E Y
E T 2 ( S S ) T i m o t h y W . S I M S
ET3 ( S S ) W e s l e y G . J E S S U P

I N T E R I O R C O M M U N I C AT I O N S D I V I S I O N

I C C ( S S ) D o u g l a s K . ADRIAN
I C 2 ( S S ) B r u c e M . WALDHEIM
I C 3 ( S S ) D a v i d M . SIMON

I C 1 ( S S ) R o b e r t J . BERTSCHINGER
I C 3 ( S S ) K e l l y R . HOLLYWOOD
I C 3 ( S S ) G r e g o r y R . G R I F F I N

A U X I L I A R Y D I V I S I O N

MMC ( S S ) J a m e s O . SHUGART
MM1 ( S S ) T h o m a s T . ROGERS, I I I
MM2 ( S S ) R o b e r t W . JONES
MM2 ( S S ) D a v i d L . TAYLOR
MM3 ( S S ) R o b e r t Q . HUDSON, J r
MMFN ( S S ) F r a n c i s M . KAVANAGH

MM1 ( S S ) K e n n e t h E . MEEKS
M M 1 ( S S J a m e s W . S PA R K S
MM2 (SS ) F r e d r i c k A . GOFF

R o n a l d L . GLENN
MM3 ( S S ) R o b e r t N . McALLISTER
MMEN ( S S ) G r e g o r y J . CAMPBELL

ENGINEERING LABORATORY D I V I S I O N

MM1 ( S S ) S t e p h e n L I S I
MM2 ( S U ) W i l l i a m R . D AV I S
MM3 ( S U ) R a y m o n d J . D AV I S

MM2 ( S S ) B r y a n S . K A R J A L A
MM2 ( S U ) D a v i d I . H A M I LTO N

M A C H I N E RY D I V I S I O N

MMC ( S S ) J o h n M . C R O N I N MMC ( S S ) P a u l T . WORTHINGTON
MMC ( S S ) T h o m a s B . MUSSER MM1 ( S S ) R o g e r L . BROCK
MM2 ( S S ) W i l t o n J . BRIOLA MM2 ( S S ) C h r i s T . GORTON
MM2 ( S S ) J a y D . LONG MM2 ( S S ) M i c h a e l E . OTT
MM2 ( S S ) G r e g o r y R . BRASHEAR MM2 ( S U ) R o y KEMSLEY
MM3 ( S S ) Wi l l i a m N . HARPER, I I MM3 ( S U ) W i l l i a m R . NICHOLS
MM3 ( S U ) R o n a l d J . S I M S
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CREW

OPERATIONS/NAVIGATION DEPARTMENTS

LCDR G a r y E . KOVACS, N a v i g a t o r / O p e r a t i o n s O f fi c e r
L T H a r r y M . HEISNER

E L E C T R O N I C S D I V I S I O N

E T 1 ( S S ) A a r o n C . HOMSHER
ET2 ( S S ) E d w a r d L . CROSSLIN, I V
S N ( S S ) L a r r y E . K I L PAT R I C K , J r

ET2 ( S S ) G l e n n A . SHEDD
ET3 ( S S ) D a v i d A . ASSENMACHER

R A D I O D I V I S I O N

RMCS ( S S ) W i l l i a m A . MAXWELL
RM2 ( S S ) M a r k G . HEFLEY
RM2 ( S S ) M a u r i c e P R E T T O

RM1 ( S S ) P h i l l i p I . YATES
RM2 ( S S ) R o b e r t VAZQUEZ

QUARTERMASTER D I V I S I O N

QMC ( S S ) J a m e s R . JERZAK
QMSN ( S S ) D i o n M . McCREARY

QM2 ( S S ) W i l l i a m G . J O N E S , J r

W E A P O N S D E PA RT M E N T

L T S t e v e n W . HANSON, We a p o n s O f fi c e r
L T M a r k A . MILLER

F I R E C O N T R O L D I V I S I O N

FTCS ( S S ) S t e p h e n L . LAWSON
FTG2 ( S S ) R a y m o n d E . ASCHAUER
FTG2 ( S S ) M i c h a e l C I C AT E L L I

FTG1 ( S S ) B r a d l e y J . RITTERMAN
F T G 2 ( S S ) M a r t i n T . ANDERSON
FTSN ( S S ) K e v i n D . STENVALL

S O N A R D I V I S I O N

S T S C ( S S ) G e n e C . SLUSSER
S T S 2 ( S S ) J e f f r e y W . SIFFORD
S T S 2 ( S S ) L e e J . CARUSA
S T S 3 ( S S ) J a m e s L . D AV I S
S T S 3 ( S U ) S t e v e n M . LAFFOND

S T S 2 ( S S ) J o s e p h R . SCHENCK
S T S 2 ( S S ) D o m i n i c k L . R I C A R D I
S T S 2 ( S S ) K e v i n P . MURPHY
S T S 3 ( S S ) W i l l i a m R . NORRIS

T O R P E D O D I V I S I O N

TMCS ( S S ) J o d y D . S U R G I N E R
T M 2 ( S S ) J a m e s G . O S B O R N E
TM3 ( S S ) J e r a l d T . BRADLEY
TMSN ( S S ) N a t h a n i e l M . HAGOOD

TM1 ( S S ) S t e p h e n W . DIMARZO
TM3 ( S S ) S t e v e n W . LEMKE
TMSN ( S S ) R o b e r t J . B I E G E L

S U P P LY DEPARTMENT

LT W i l l i a m M . BARNWELL, S u p p l y O f fi c e r

F O O D S E R V I C E S D I V I S I O N

MSCS ( S S ) R o g e l i o E . SANTIAGO
MS2 ( S S ) C r a i g R . KNUTSON
MS3 ( S S ) B r i a n R . AYMER
M S S R ( S U ) T e d S . A N D E R S O N

MS1 ( S S ) M i c h a e l A . J O S T
MS3 ( S S ) R i c h a r d E . C A P E L E T Y
MSSA ( S U ) R o b e r t H . DESANTIS

S T O R E S D I V I S I O N

S K 2 ( S S ) T r i n i d a d R O D R I Q U E Z , J r .
SK3 ( S S ) R o b e r t E . MITROWSKI

SK2 ( S S ) R a n d y L . MEYER
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SYMBOLISM O F THE
SEADRAGON INSIGNIA

T h e R e d D r a g o n i s a n a l l u s i o n t o t h e U S S SEADRAGON
o f World War I I which s a i l e d from t h e Ph i l i pp ines i n a coat
o f r e d p r i m e r a n d , d u e t o t h e s u c c e s s o f h e r operations
around t h e o r i e n t , w a s dubbed t h e "RED PIRATE OF THE CHINA
COAST" b y To k y o R o s e . T h e s i x - r a y e d s u n h e l d a l o f t b y t h e
d r a g o n s y m b o l i z e s t h e s h i p a s t h e N a v y ' s s i x t h n u c l e a r
p o w e r e d submar ine . T h e w h i t e fi e l d r e f e r s t o t h e
SEADRAGON's s p e c i a l s u i t a b i l i t y f o r o p e r a t i n g b e n e a t h t h e
p o l a r c a p a n d h e r p i o n e e r e f f o r t s i n t h e e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e
N o r t h P o l a r r e g i o n .

I n t h e c r e s t , t h e t r i d e n t r i s i n g from t h e p o l a r i c e cap
d e n o t e s t h e a w a r d o f t h e Navy U n i t Commendation t o t h e USS
SEADRAGON f o r t h e fi r s t submerged t r a n s i t o f t h e Northwest
Passage ( E a s t t o Wes t v i a t h e North P o l e ) . The Japanese
I m p e r i a l Chrysanthemum r i s i n g f r o m b e h i n d t h e g l o b e a l l u d e s
t o t h e s u b m a r i n e ' s g o o d w i l l v i s i t s t o t h a t c o u n t r y which
r e s u l t e d i n o p e n i n g J a p a n e s e p o r t s t o n u c l e a r powered
s h i p s .
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B u i l d e r : P o r t s m o u t h N a v a l S h i p y a r d

K e e l l a i d . . . . . June 2 0 , 1956

L a u n c h e d • August 1 6 , 1958
C o m m i s s i o n e d . December 5 , 1959

D e c o m m i s s i o n e d . •June 1 2 , 1984

L e n g t h . 2 6 7 f e e t

D i s p l a c e m e n t ( s u b m e rg e d ) . 2 8 5 0 t o n s

I n a c t i v a t e d : P e a r l H a r b o r N a v a l S h i p y a r d
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Commander STEIN w a s b o r n a n d r a i s e d i n B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d a n d gradua ted
f r o m t h e N a v a l Academy i n 1 9 6 5 . H e c o m p l e t e d n u c l e a r p o w e r t r a i n i n g i n 1967,
r e p o r t i n g t o t h e c o m m i s s i o n i n g c r e w o f USS WHALE (SSN 638), s e r v i n g a s
Communicator, Damage C o n t r o l A s s i s t a n t a n d M a i n P r o p u l s i o n A s s i s t a n t . He
q u a l i fi e d i n s u b m a r i n e s a n d a s E n g i n e e r O f fi c e r . D u r i n g t h i s t o u r , WHALE
became t h e fi r s t s i n g l e - p r o p e l l e r submar ine t o s u r f a c e a t t h e N o r t h P o l e , and
earned t h e Navy U n i t Commendation, Meritorious U n i t Commendation, a n d Bat t le
E f fi c i e n c y " E " o n d e p l o y m e n t s i n t h e A t l a n t i c O c e a n a n d M e d i t e r r a n e a n S e a .

He r e p o r t e d i n March 1971 t o USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT (SSBN 6 0 0 ) a s Engineer
O f fi c e r, p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t w o d e t e r r e n t p a t r o l s a n d a r e f u e l i n g o v e r h a u l i n
t h a t c a p a c i t y .

I n J u l y 1 9 7 5 , Commander STEIN r e p o r t e d t o t h e N a v a l R e s e r v e O f fi c e r s
T r a i n i n g C o r p s U n i t , U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a , s e r v i n g a s I n s t r u c t o r , Academic
Officer, a n d E x e c u t i v e O f fi c e r a n d e a r n i n g t h e d e g r e e M a s t e r o f S c i e n c e
( I n d u s t r i a l a n d S y s t e m s E n g i n e e r i n g ) .

Commander S T E I N r e p o r t e d i n N o v e m b e r 1 9 7 7 t o U S S TUNNY ( S S N 6 8 2 ) a s
Executive O f fi c e r , p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n deployments i n t h e A t l a n t i c , P a c i fi c and
Indian Oceans "a round t h e w o r l d . " During h i s t o u r , TUNNY earned t h e Navy Unit

" E " a n d w a s c i t e d f o r e x c e l l e n c e i n

r e t e n t i o n .

On 2 5 September 1 9 8 1 , Commander STEIN assumed command o f USS SEADRAGON (SSN
5 8 4 ) i n ce remonies i n Yokosuka, J a p a n . Dur ing h i s t o u r , SEADRAGON w a s awarded
t h e S i l v e r Anchor f o r r e t e n t i o n a n d t h e Deck Seamanship Aw a r d . Upon completion
o f t h e i n a c t i v a t i o n o f SEADRAGON, h e w i l l r e p o r t f o r d u t y t o t h e s t a f f o f t h e
C h i e f o f N a v a l E d u c a t i o n a n d T r a i n i n g i n P e n s a c o l a , F l o r i d a .

Commander S T E I N i s a u t h o r i z e d t o w e a r t h e N a v y Commenda t ion M e d a l w i t h G o l d
S t a r s i n l i e u o f s e c o n d t h r o u g h fi f t h a w a r d s . H e i s m a r r i e d t o t h e former
J a n i c e Laugh l in o f B a l t i m o r e , Maryland a n d h a s t w o s o n s .

- 1 2 -






