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T H E COMMISSIONING PENNANT

At the moment the commissioning pennant is broken, a ship becomes the
responsibility of the Commanding Officer, who together with the ship's officers and
men, has the duty of making her ready for any service required by our nation,
whether we be at peace or a t war.

The commissioning pennant i s said to date from the 17th century, when the
Dutch were at war with the English. In one engagement of the respective natives,
Dutch Admiral Maarten Harpertoon Tromp hoisted a broom a t his masthead to
indicate his intention to sweep the English from the sea. This gesture was answered
by British Admiral William Blake, who hoisted a horsewhip indicating his intention
to chastise the insolent Dutchman. The victorious British thus set the precedent for
the narrow "coachwhip" pennant, symbolizing the original horsewhip, to be the
distinctive mark of a man-of-war. This tradition of so designating ships of war has
been adopted by all nations.

The modern United States Navy commissioning pennant is blue at the hoist
with a horizontal red and white stripe at the fly and varies in length with the size of
the ship. At one time, there were thirteen white stripes in the blue field representing
the original states, but in 1933, seven white stars became standard. It is naval custom
that when the commissioning pennant is hauled down for the last time, it be presented
to the Commanding Officer.

T H E I N A C T I VAT I O N C E R E M O N Y

The ceremony held today i s a tribute t o t he ship preparing for her
decommissioning, the time honored end of a ships's life. As if decommissioning, the
ship's colors and commissioning pennant are hauled down and the watches secured
The solemn ceremony where the commissioning pennant, national ensign, and jack
are hauled down for the last time i s a dedication to the total operational success of
the ship and the men who sailed her.



USS R AY (SSN - 653)

Built by

Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company

Newport News, Virginia

K e e l La id

Launched

Commissioned

Sponsored By
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B e a m

Displacement Surfaced

Speed

Diving Depth

4 January 1965

2 1 J u n e 1966

12 April 1967

Mrs. Thomas H. Kuchel

2 9 2 f e e t

3 2 f e e t

4271 tons

O v e r 2 0 knots

O v e r 4 0 0 f e e t



USS RAY is a Sturgeon Class nuclear powered fast attack submarine designed
for maximum speeds and manuverability submerged. RAY was constructed by
the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company of Newport News,
Virginia and was commissioned o n 12 April 1967.

In over twenty-five years since her commissioning, RAY has served a s a
member of both Submarine Squadron SIX in Norfolk, Virginia and Submarine
Squadron FOUR i n Charleston, South Carolina, where she i s presently
homeported. R AY h a s successfully completed numerous deployments t o the
Mediterranean Sea, North Atlantic, Central Atlantic, and Arctic Oceans. Many
of these deployments have been missions of great importance to the safety and
security of the United States. For her actions, RAY has been awarded five Navy
Unit Commendations and s ix Meritorious Unit Commendations. RAY is the
most decorated submarine i n the Atlantic Fleet

RAY'S primary mission is anti-submarine warfare. Her secondary missions
include t h e traditional roles o f interdiction o f shipping a n d long range
reconnaissance. Powered by a nuclear reactor and equipped with sophisticated
sonar a n d electronic sensors a n d formidable undersea weapons, RAY has
remained on the front line of our national defense posture.
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RADM ALBERT L. KELLN, USN(RET)

RADM Kelln is a native of Shattuck, Oklahoma. After graduating from
high school there, he attended the University o f Oklahoma and then
transferred to the U.S. Naval Academy graduating in 1952.

He served aboard USS BLUE (DD-744) and USS RONQUIL (SS-396)
during the Korean conflict. He then served on the submarine USS SKATE
(SSN 578) during her Arctic voyages and subsequently, USS SHARK (SSN
591) and USS JOHN C. CALHOUN (SSBN-630). His submarine career was
interrupted when he was assigned as Chief Engineer aboard the aircraft carrier
USS ENTERPRISE (CVN-65) during her global "Sea Orbit" and first nuclear
refueling and overhaul. He then commissioned and commanded USS RAY
(SSN 653). Subsequently, he commanded Attack Submarine Division 62,
Fleet Ballistic Missile Submarine Squadron 1 4 and Submarine Group 6. He
has also served in Naval Headquarters, Washington, DC as Attack Submarine
Program Coordinator, Program Manager f o r Nuclear Power Personnel,
Submarine/Nuclear Power Distribution Control Branch Head, and Director of
Strategic Submarine Division, TRIDENT Program Coordinator, Assistant
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Submarine Warfare). Later he served as
Deputy Director for operations (Strategic and General operations) in the
Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

RADM Kelln more recently served a s Deputy Director of the Defense
Intelligence Agency. H e has completed t h e Navy's Nuclear Propulsion
operators training. His awards include Defense Distinguished Service Medal,
Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit with gold star, Meritorious
Service Medal, Navy Commendation with two gold stars, Navy Unit
Commendation with two bronze stars, Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation
with t w o bronze stars.

Since his retirement, he has been in business as an Independent Defense
Consultant providing submarine and intelligence expertise to customers in the
Washington area.

RADM Kelln was one o f the founders of the Naval Submarine League
and currently i s i t s Vice President. The Naval Submarine League i s a
non-profit tax-exempt group which stresses public education in the various
aspects of the U. S. Submarine Force.





CAPTAIN DENNIS A. NAPIOR, USN
Captain Napior entered the U. S. Naval Academy in 1966 from Napa,

California. Graduating in 1970 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Marine
Engineering, he attended Nuclear Power Training at Mare Island, California and
Idaho Falls, Idaho.

Following initial submarine training, he reported to the USS STONEWALL
JACKSON (SSBN 634 GOLD) in New London, Connecticut were he served as
Communications Officer.

Upon completion of submarine qualification, he attended Submarine Officers
Advance Course in July 1973 and reported to USS FLASHER (SSN 613) in Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. H e served a s Damage Control Assistant and then Main
Propulsion Assistant while completing a deployment and a refueling overhaul at
Mare Island, California.

Strategic Deterrent Patrols on FRANKLIN prior to his relief in August 1979. For
the next three years, he was employed as a Senior Project Manager for Babcock
& Wilcox in Lynchburg, Virginia. He also earned his Masters degree in Business
Administration at Lynchburg College.

He returned to active duty in 1983 and enjoyed a brief tour as Navigator on
USS HAMMERHEAD (SSN 663) before reporting as Executive Officer of USS
NORFOLK (SSN 714). He completed a Mediterranean deployment and an
Atlantic deployment before entering Prospective Commanding Officer training in
April 1986.

Captain Napior assumed command of USS SEA DEVIL (SSN 664) in
November 1986 in Charleston, South Carolina. Under his command, SEA DEVIL
conducted three major deployments for which she was awarded a Navy Unit
Commendation and a Meritorious Unit Commendation. She also conducted the
first international three ship surfacing at the North Pole in May 1987.

He reported to Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet in January
1989 as the Prospective Commanding Officer Instructor. He trained over 100
submarine Commanding Officers currently serving in both the Atlantic and Pacific
Fleets before returning to Charleston to assume command of Submarine Squadron
4 in July 1991.

Captain Napior has been awarded the Legion of Merit with a Gold Star,
Meritorious Service Medal with two Gold Stars, Navy Commendation Medal with
Gold Star, Navy Achievement Medal, and Expeditionary Medal. He i s also
entitled t o wear numerous unit and service awards.

He is married to the former Linda Tisdale of Vallejo, California. They have
three sons, Chris, David and Michael.
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COMMANDER WILL HENRY JORDAN, USN
Commander Jordan was born i n Jefferson City, Missouri in 1952, and

attended the University of Missouri, Columbia, where he received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Physics. He was commissioned in May 1975, through
the Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps scholarship program.

After graduation, Commander Jordan reported t o USS PERMIT
(SSN-594) i n San Diego, California where he served as First Lieutenant. In
July 1975, he attended Nuclear Power School, Mare Island, California and
qualified at the SSG prototype, Nuclear Propulsion Training Unit, Idaho Falls,
Idaho. After completing his initial nuclear power training, Commander
Jordan attended t h e Submarine Officer Basic Course a t Nava l Submarine
School, Groton, Connecticut.

Reporting in October 1976 t o USS HADDO (SSN-604) in San Diego,
California, Commander Jordan w a s assigned a s Sonar Officer, Main
Propulsion Assistant, and Chemistry-Radiological Controls Officer. In
November 1979, he reported to USS HOLLAND (AS-32) in Holy Loch,
Scotland, serving as the Radiological Controls Officer. From February 1982
until March 1984, Commander Jordan attended the Naval Postgraduate School
in Monterey, California. H e graduated with distinction and received a
Masters of Science degree in Systems Technology (Anti-Submarine Warfare).

Completing t h e Submarine Officers Advanced Course i n Groton,
Connecticut where h e received t h e L . Y . SPEAR award for academic
excellence, Commander Jordan reported in October 1984 to USS NORFOLK
(SSN-714) in Norfolk, Virginia, serving as Engineer Officer. He transferred
in January 1987 to the staff of Commander, Carrier Group EIGHT, in
Norfolk, Virginia, and was assigned duties as the Anti-Submarine Warfare
Operations Officer. In November 1988, Commander Jordan reported t o USS
Tecumseh (SSBN-628 GOLD) as Executive Officer where he completed four
strategic deterrent patrols. He has served as Commanding Officer of USS
RAY (SSN-653) since 18 November 1991.

Commander Jordan has recieved the Meritorious service Medal, Navy
Commendation Medal (3 awards), and various service and unit awards.

Commander Jordan i s married t o the former Mary Lee Roach o f Kansas
City, Missouri. They have a son, Paul, and reside in Summerville, South
Carolina.



Commanding Officer
Executive Officer
Engineer
Navigator
Weapons Officer
R e a c t o r C o n t r o l s Assistant
Communicator
Electrical Officer
Damage Control Assistant
Chem/Radcon Assistant
Main Propulsion Assistant
Supply Officer
P N E O

Chie f o f the boat
3 M Coordinator
E T Division
S T Division
E D E A
E Division
RC Division
M D i v i s i o n
A Division
I C Division
R M Division
F T Division
Q M Division
T M Division
M S Division
S K Division

Y N Div i s ion
R L Div i s ion
I s t Lieutenant
Corpsman

SHIP'S OFFICERS

CDR Will H. Jordan
LCDR Mark E. Speck
LCDR Thomas G. Wears
L T Edward L . Takesuye
LT Micheal K. Oldenburg
L T Richard H. Wheat
LTJG Harry L. Ganteaume
LTJG Daniel A. Vetter
LT J G Scot t Armando
LTJG Stephen A. Obsitnik
LTJG Gregory B. Meyer
LTJG J . Todd Cheek
LTJG Thomas A. McGreevy

C H I E F P E T T Y OFFICERS
MMCS(SS) Lowell T. Davis
MMCS(SS) Stephen C . Alison
ETCS(SS) Douglas E . Musgrave
STSC(SS) Russel D . Harper
MMC(SS) Wayne M. Bruner
EMC(SS) John H. Chambers
ETC(SS) Ronald R. Wertz
MMC(SS) David J. Barney
MMC(SS) Charles W. Whetsel
ICC(SS) Stephen L. Culbertson
RMC(SS) Richard L. Horton
FTGC(SS) Euel D. Roach
QMC(SS) James R . Shubert
TMC(SS) Reginald J . Brown
MSC(SS) Kevin P. Coogan
SKC(SS) Joseph P. Sanders

L E A D I N G P E T T Y OFFICERS
PN1(SS) Michael Demore
MMI(SS) Frank Lee Womack
STS2(SS) Marc D. May
H M 2 Kenneth A. Parker
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H E R I TA G E O F T H E R AY

The first USS RAY (SS 271) was a valiant veteran of World War II and had
a long and distinguished career.

Commissioned on July 27, 1943, RAY arrived at Brisbane, Australia, in late
October ready for her first war patrol. By the end of the war, RAY had sent a
confirmed 56,000 tons of Japanese shipping to the bottom. Probable kills more
than double the total, and added to this are the countless small craft which RAY
damaged or sank with her deck guns. In recognition of achievement as one of
the most aggressive of our silent raiders, RAY was awarded the Submarine
Combat Insignia for eight successful war patrols.

Typical of RAY's contribution to efforts in the Pacific Theater was her fifth
war patrol for which she was awarded the Navy Unit Commendation. During
the first half of the patrol RAY sank a large tanker and a large cargo vessel. On
13 August 1944 she sighted a 12 ship convoy. During a running battle RAY
sank three more large enemy ships.

In February 1946, RAY was decommissioned and transferred to the Reserve
Fleet. I n December 1950, RAY was returned to the fleet for conversion to a
radar picket submarine. Recommissioned in August 1952, RAY took part in
various training exercises i n t he Atlantic and fleet operations i n the
Mediterranean. RAY was decommissioned in September 1958.



USS R AY i s named f o r fi s h o f t h e f ami ly Rajaidae,
especially abundant i n t h e North Pac ific a n d North
Atlantic oceans, s o m e growing t o a l a r g e s i z e and
attaining a weight o f over 300 pounds. Most o f them,
however, are shorefishes, which lie concealed i n the sand
o r m u d a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e w a t e r a n d f r o m t h a t hidden
point dart suddenly upon unsuspecting prey. They are also
c a l l e d D e v i l fi s h .
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