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Command a t S e a
b y J o s e p h Conrad

O n l y a s e a m a n r e a l i z e s t o w h a t a n e x t e n t a n e n t i r e
ship reflects the personality and ability of one individual,
h e r Commanding Officer. T o a landsman, th is i s not
understandable, and sometimes i t is even difficult for us to
comprehend - but it i s so.

A sh ip a t s ea i s a distant world i n herself and in
consideration of the protracted and distant operations of
t h e fleet units, the Navy mus t place g r e a t power, respon-
sibility and t r u s t i n t h e hands o f those leaders chosen for
command.

I n e a c h s h i p t h e r e i s one m a n who, i n t h e h o u r o f
emergency o r peril a t sea, can turn to no other man. There
i s one who alone i s ultimately responsible for the safe
navigation, engineering performance, accurate gunfiring
and morale of his ship. He is the Commanding Officer. He
is the ship.

This i s the most difficult and demanding assignment
in t h e Navy. There i s not a n instant during his tour as
Commanding Officer t h a t h e c a n escape t h e g r a s p of
command responsibility. His privileges i n view o f his
obligations a r e a lmos t ludicrously smal l ; nevertheless
command i s the spur which has given the Navy its great
leaders.

I t i s a duty which most richly deserves the highest
time honored title of the seafaring world -"CAPTAIN."



T H E C E R E M O N Y

T h e change o f command ceremony i s a
time-honored t radi t ion w h i c h formally re-
states t o t h e officers a n d personnel of the
command the continuity of the authority of the
command. I t i s a f o r m a l r i t u a l conducted
before the assembled company of the command.
The change of command of a naval unit/activity
i s nearly unique i n t h e world today; i t i s a
transfer of total responsibility, authority and
accountability f rom one individual to another.



Captain Dennis A. JONES was born in Fairbury, Nebraska
on 29 December 1940. After high school graduation he attended
one year of college a t Fairbury Junior College and one year a t
the University of Nebraska. He then entered the United States
Naval Academy and was graduated a n d commissioned i n 1965.
Following graduation from the Naval Academy, Captain
JONES at tended Nuclear Power School i n M a r e Island,
California a n d nuclear prototype t r a in ing i n Idaho. After
completion of submarine school i n Groton, Connecticut he
reported t o the precommissioning crew of USS HAMMER-
HEAD (SSN 663). I n 1970 Captain JONES reported t o USS
HENRY L. STIMSON (SSBN 655) as Engineer Officer. In 1974
Captain JONES reported to the staff of Commander i n Chief,
U.S . Atlantic Fleet where he served a s a member of the Nuclear
Propulsion Examining Board. F r o m 1976 t o 1979 Captain
J O N E S s e r v e d a s Execut ive Officer o f U S S S PA D E F I S H
(SSN 668). I n 1979 h e reported t o t h e Staff o f Chief Naval
Operations i n Washington, D. C. where he served as the first
Nuclear Officer Programs Manager.

Captain J O N E S served a s Commanding Officer o f the
nuclear attack submarine USS BIRMINGHAM (SSN 695) from
1981 to 1984. The ship was twice awarded the Meritorious Unit
Commendation and twice the Battle Efficiency "E" Award for
operations during that period.

In April 1984 Captain JONES assumed the duties of Special
Assistant to the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Naval Reactors,
Department of Energy i n Washington, D. C.

Captain JONES' decorations include the Legion of Merit
with Gold Star, two awards of the Meritorious Service Medal,
t h e Navy Commendation Medal, a n d three awards of the
Meritorious Unit Commendation. He i s married to the former
Eileen Betty Spensky o f Weirton, West Virginia. Captain
JONES has five children, Kirkland, Derrick, Samantha, Ashley
an d Kellen.
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COMMANDER M I C H A E L G. R I E G E L
U N I T E D S T A T E S N AV Y

C O M M A N D I N G O F F I C E R
USS ARCHERFISH (SSN 678)
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Commander Michael G. RIEGEL, a native of Dodge City, Kansas,
attended t h e University o f Texas a t Austin unde r t h e NESEP
program and was graduated with highest honors i n January 1970
receiving a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering.

Following nuclear power and basic submarine training, he served
on USS TULLIBEE (SSN 597) from May 1971 through September
1974 as Electrical Officer, Communicator, Weapons Officer, and
Operations Officer.

C o m m a n d e r R I E G E L w a s o r d e r e d t o S u b m a r i n e Office r
Advanced Course 7502 a n d following SOAC w a s ordered to
Submarine NR-1 where he served as Engineer Officer from July 1975
through June 1978. During his tour at NR-1, the ship completed three
deployments to the Eastern Atlantic and one to the Gulf of Mexico.

Following his tour on NR-1, Commander RIEGEL served from
August 1978 through January 1981 a s Material Officer on the staff
of Commander Submarine Squadron TWO.

Commander R I E G E L w a s o rde red i n F e b r u a r y 1981 a s
Executive Officer of USS CITY O F CORPUS CHRISTI (SSN 705)
where h e served through August 1984. During h i s tour t h e ship
completed new construction, commissioning, shakedown operations,
post Construction Shipyard Availability and a deployment to the
Ind i an Ocean. Commander R I E G E L relieved a s Commanding
Officer of USS ARCHERFISH (SSN 678) on 19 April 1985.

During his tour on board ARCHERFISH the ship completed an
extended North Atlantic deployment, a three month Arctic Ocean
deployment which included the first ever three submarine surfacing
a t the North Pole, and a five month Mediterranean Sea deployment.

Commander R I E G E L has been awarded the Meritorious Service
Medal with four Gold Stars, Navy Commendation Medal with Gold
Star, Navy Achievement Medal with Gold Star, the Navy Unit
Commendation, Meritorious Unit Citation, Good Conduct Medal with
Bronze Star, National Defense Service Medal, Navy Expert Pistol
Shot, Sea Service Deployment Ribbon and Arctic Service Ribbon.

Commander R I E G E L i s m a r r i e d t o t h e f o r m e r S u e Elwel l o f
Dodge City, Kansas. They reside with their daughter, Pamela, in
Preston, Connecticut. Their son, Anthony, resides with his wife,
Linda, in Griswold, Connecticut.
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Honor s

NATIONAL ANTHEM

INVOCATION
REV. R. L. McMURRAY, Preston City I

P R I N C I P A L A D D R E S S
CAPTAIN DENNIS A. JONE
C o m m a n d e r S u b m a r i n e D e v e l
R e m a r k s
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O F E V E N T S

Baptist Church

S, U.S. NAVY
pment Squadron TWELVE

MICHAEL G. RIEGEL, U.S. NAVY
eading of Orders

INDER SIEGFRIED L. SHALLES, U.S. NAVY
k s and Reading of Orders
e o f C o m m a n d

B E N E D I C T I O N
REV. R. L. McMURRAY, Preston City Baptist Church

D E PA R T U R E O F O F F I C I A L P A R T Y

M U S I C
Northeast Navy Band



COMMANDER S I E G F R I E D L . SHALLES
U N I T E D S T A T E S N AV Y

C O M M A N D I N G O F F I C E R
USS ARCHERFISH (SSN 678)
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Commander SHALLES graduated from the University of
Mississippi i n June 1972 with a Bachelor of Science i n Chemical
Engineering. H e subsequently completed n u c l e a r power
training a t Bainbridge, Maryland and Saratoga Springs, New
York, followed by Submarine School in New London, Connect-
icut.

Commander SHALLES reported t o USS PLUNGER
(SSN 595) in August 1973, where he served as Main Propulsion
Assistant and Communicator. After attending the Submarine
Officer Advanced Course a t Submarine School, he was assigned
a s Weapons Officer a n d Sonar Officer o n U S S S E A DEVIL
(SSN664) i n J u l y 1976. I n October 1978, Commander
SHALLES assumed duty a s Engineer Officer on board USS
S A N D L A N C E ( S S N 6 6 0 ) . H e r e p o r t e d t o t h e s t a f f o f
Commander Submarine Group SIX as a member of the Tactical
Weapons Training a n d Certification Team i n March 1984.
Commander SHALLES' most recent assignment was Executive
Officer o n USS SHARK (SSN 591) f rom April 1984 t o March
1987.

C o m m a n d e r S H A L L E S h a s b e e n a w a r d e d t h e Navy
Commendation M e d a l w i t h f o u r G o l d S t a r s a n d t h e Navy
Achievement Medal with one Gold Star. He i s also authorized
t o wear t h e Navy Un i t Commendation, t h e Meritorious Unit
Commendation, the Navy Expeditionary Medal, the National
Defense Service Medal and the Sea Service Deployment Ribbon
wi th three Bronze Stars.

Commander SHALLES a n d h i s wife Annette reside in
Gales Ferry with their daughter Jennifer.



U N I T E D S TAT E S S H I P A R C H E R F I S H
(SSN 678)

K E E L LAID
L A U N C H E D
C O M M I S S I O N E D

. . 1 9 Apri l 1969
.16 January 1971

. . . . . . 1 7 D e c e m b e r 1971

SPONSOR: Miss Mary C. Warner
BUILT BY General Dynamics Corporation,

Electric Boat Division,
Groton, Connecticut

A R C H E R F I S H ' S N A M E : U S S ARCHERFISH i s named for
a fish known scientifically as Toxotes jaculatrix, found in coastal,
fresh, and brackish water of southeastern Asia. The archerfish
gets its name from its ability to shoot drops of water as far as
12 feet with 100% accuracy to 4 to 6 feet. I t directs these watery
bullets a t small insects and similar suitable prey, either a t rest
or i n flight near the surface. Evolutionists previously thought
that a fish with such unusual qualities developed them by the
pressures of natural selection and the urge to survive. But later
scientists proved conclusively that the archerfish shoots his food
down only for the sport of it! He enjoys i t and does not need to
use this t r i ck t o survive.

S H I P ' S H I S T O RY

The U S S ARCHERFISH (SSN 678) i s the second subma-
rine t o b e a r the name. The fi r s t U S S ARCHERFISH (SS 311)
is famed for having sunk the SHINANO, a Japanese Supercar-
rier on 28 November 1944, the largest Man-of-War ever sunk by
a submarine. While o n a war patrol i n the Pacific, USS
ARCHERFISH attacked the SHINANO at close quarters with
a six torpedo spread. All six weapons struck the ship and it broke
u p a n d sank.

The U S S ARCHERFISH (SSN 678) w a s commissioned
under Commander Ralph G. BIRD a t the Naval Submarine Base
and assigned to Submarine Squadron TWO, Groton, Connecticut
o n 1 7 December 1971. I n June 1972, ARCHERFISH was
reassigned to Submarine Development Squadron TWELVE.

Under Commander BIRD, ARCHERFISH participated in
one major NATO and two major U. S. exercises and deployed
to the Mediterranean for six months and in the Atlantic for 2½
months. The ship was awarded a Navy Unit Commendation for
each deployment.



On 6 April 1974, Commander Sibley L. WARD, III relieved
as Commanding Officer in Groton, Connecticut.

Under Commander WARD, ARCHERFISH participated in
five major U. S. exercises and two NATO exercises earning a
meritorious u n i t Commendation a n d a t h i r d N a v y Unit
Commendation.

ARCHERFISH completed h e r fi r s t overhaul a t Norfolk
Naval Shipyard in May 1977. She deployed to the Mediterranean
for t h e second time i n December 1977, seven months after
completing overhaul.

On 1 4 April 1978, Commander Galen R . PLUMMER
relieved as Commanding Officer in LaMaddalena, Sardinia.

Under Commander PLUMMER, ARCHERFISH partici-
pated in a major NATO exercise and two major U. S. exercises.
During the spring of 1979, ARCHERFISH conducted extended
operation in the Arctic Ocean, operating continuously for 41 days
under the ice pack. On 21 April 1979, the ship was the 14th
nuclear submarine t o surface a t the N o r t h Pole. A four th Navy
Unit Commendation was awarded for this operation.

During 1980, ARCHERFISH completed a 3 month Atlantic
Deployment for which the second Meritorious Unit Commenda-
tion was awarded. ARCHERFISH deployed for 5 months to the
Mediterranean for the thi rd t ime i n March 1981 and received
the Sixth Fleet "HOOK EM" trophy for ASW excellence.

On 20 August 1981, Commander John S. ALMON relieved
as Commanding Officer in Groton, Connecticut.

Under Commander ALMON, ARCHERFISH participated
i n NATO exercises and ASW operations while deployed to the
Mediterranean for 5 months in 1982. For the operation the ship
earned another Sixth Fleet "HOOK EM" Trophy.

ARCHERFISH completed h e r second overhaul a t Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard i n October 1984. O n 1 9 April 1985
Commander Michael G . R IEGEL relieved a s Commanding
Officer in Groton, Connecticut.

Under Commander RIEGEL, ARCHERFISH completed a
3 month Atlantic Deployment during 1985. During the spring
of 1986, ARCHERFISH again conducted an extended operation
in the Arctic Ocean. On 6 May 1986 the ship participated in the
first three ship simultaneous surfacing at the North Pole. In 1987
ARCHERFISH conducted h e r fourth Mediterranean deploy-
m e n t .

In addition to seven unit commendations, ARCHERFISH
was awarded the Battle Efficiency "E" for the years 1974, 1975,
1976 and 1981; the Red Engineering "E" for the years 1974, 1975,
1976 and 1987; the Anti-Submarine Warfare "A" for the years
1974, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982 and 1986; and the
Communications Green "C" for the year 1979.



O F F I C E R S

LCDR W.S. WOLFF Execu t ive O f fi c e r
LCDR L.B. OLSEN Engineer Officer
LT A.L. HAWLEY ....Navigator/Operations
LT D.W. TWORZYANSKI •. Weapons/Sonar
LT A.P. BIERBRAUER Assistant Engineer
LTJG E.C. DELANEY . . . . S u p p l y
LT J G K.A. F O N T E S Main Propulsion Assistant
LTJG D.C. MCDONNELL Damage Control Assistant
LTJG C.R. PHILBRICK Communica to r
LT J G D.A. B I R O S H . .E lec t r i ca l Assistant
E N S D.E. SIMON R e a c t o r Controls Ass is tant
ENS S.D. SKRABACZ Assistant Weapons Officer

C H I E F S

ETCS(SS) F. ULIANO.. . . Chief of t h e Boat
MMCM(SS) K.C. MOORE Enlisted Engineering Asst.
QMCM(SS) G.H. MABBITT Q M Divis ion L P O
MMCS(SS) D.M. BANISTER . . .ЗM Coordinator
MMCS(SS) J .E. McCUTCHEON A Divis ion L P O
HMCS(SS) W.L. LYLES Medical Department Rep.
TMCS(SS) D.K. HACKETT Weapons Department LPO
EMC(SS) R.L. McCLELLAN . E Division L P O
ETC(SS) T.H. CZARNECKI E T Division L P O
YNC(SS) D.S. F I S H . . . . . Y N Division L P O
FTGC(SS) R.W. CASTONGUAY . . F T Division L P O
TMC(SS) E.R. BLOEMHARD T M Division L P O
STSC(SS) R.A. VERTZ S T Division LPO
ICC(SS) M.P. CARROLL . I C Division LPO






