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USS SILVERSIDES (SSN679)

Silversides is the product of a mature
technology. Like the fish whose name she
bears, Silversides will be more at home in
the deep underwater than on the surface.

• Fitted with extremely precise
navigation systems, she need never
surface t o k n o w h e r e x a c t posi t ion.

• Equipped with sensitive sonar, she will
look a n d l i s ten i n all d i r ec t ions - ahead ,

above, below, behind - discriminating,
classifying, and identifying t h e natural
a n d man-made objects that inhabit the
s e a s .

• H e r sensors a n d continuous-reading

monitors, like a highly developed nervous
system, will keep constant watch on all
t h e physical processes and conditions
vital to her well-being and her mission.

• Her crew will work, relax, sleep, and
s tudy i n safety a n d comfor t f o r weeks a t
a t ime . . . a t any depth.



Principal Speaker
The Hon. J o h n H. Chafee
Secretary of t h e Navy

Secretary Chafee is t h e former
governor of Rhode Island,
having served three successive
terms in that position before
his appointment in January,
1969, as Secretary of the Navy.
A graduate o f Yale University
and Harvard Law School, he is
a ve te ran o f s ix y e a r s ac t ive
service with the United States
Marine Corps during World War
I l and the Korean War. In 1953
he entered private law practice
i n Prov idence a n d b e c a m e
active in civic and political
affairs. He was elected t o the
State House o f Representatives
i n 1 9 5 6 a n d reelected i n 1 9 5 8
and 1960.

Ship's Sponsor
Mrs. J o h n H. Chafee

Mrs. Chafee, the former
Virginia Coates, is a graduate
o f Finch College in New York
City. She is an active sports-
woman who enjoys sailing,
skiing, tennis, hiking, riding,
and skating. Born in Dublin,
New Hampshire, Mrs. Chafee
spent her childhood i n New
York City. The Chafees reside
in McLean, Virginia, but
m a i n t a i n a h o m e i n Eas t
Greenwich, Rhode Island.
Three of the Chafee children,
John, Georgia, and Quentin,
live a t home. Lincoln graduates
o n June 11 from Phillips-
Andover Academy, and
Zechariah at tends Harvard.

Prospective Commanding Officer
Cdr. J o h n E. Allen

Commander J o h n E . Allen,
a native of Mamaroneck, N.Y.,
is Prospective Commanding
O f fi c e r o f Silversides. A
graduate of Dartmouth
College, he completed nuclear
power training i n 1962 and was
assigned to USS Lafayette
(SSBN616). In August, 1966,
he joined the staff of
Commander Submar ine
Squadron Six, serving there
until August, 1968, when he
b e c a m e Executive O f fi c e r o f
USS Bergall (SSN667).
Commander Allen and his wife,
t h e former Jewelle Carlson, live
in Gales Ferry, Connecticut, with
their three children.
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N a t i o n a l A n t h e m

I n v o c a t i o n

In t roduct ion

R e m a r k s

Address

Introduct ion o f Sponsor

Christening

United States Coast Guard Band

Cdr. John K. Bontrager (CHC), USN

Joseph D. Pierce
General Manager, Electric Boat Division
Vice President, General Dynamics

David S. Lewis
Chairman and President
General Dynamics

The Honorable John H. Chafee
Secretary of the Navy

Mr. Lewis

Mrs. John H. Chafee
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SILVERSIDES

N a m e d f o r t h e gleaming, silvery
lateral s t r ipe w h i c h graces i t s sides,
t h e t i n y b u t numerous silversides
travel i n immense , closely packed

schools w h i c h a r e o f t e n seen

flashing through coastal waters i n
temperate a n d t r o p i c a l seas. North

American w a t e r s b o a s t a dozen
species o f silversides (family

Atherinidae). Although these fish
may range i n length f r o m 2 inches

to 2 feet, t h e 3-inch reef silversides
f o u n d i n w a r m A t l a n t i c waters is

typical.
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