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U S S S I LV E R S I D E S (SS-236)

The present USS SILVERSIDES (SSN679) is the second submarine in the United States Navy to
carry the name. The first SILVERSIDES (SS236) was built at Mare Island Naval Shipyard and was
commissioned on December 15, 1941. Armed with two deck guns and ten torpedo tubes (six forward
and four aft), she plunged into a war-torn Pacific Ocean and performed in a manner almost
unparalleled in the annals of Naval history. With Commander Creed Burlingame, and later Commander
John S . Coye, a t her helm she engaged i n fourteen highly successful war patrols, receiving a
Presidential Unit Citation and twelve battle stars for her outstanding performance. She recorded
twenty-four Japanese merchantmen, four Japanese warships and one German warship sunk, as well as
fifteen Japanese ships damaged, totaling almost a quarter million tons of enemy shipping. During one
patrol, SILVERSIDES was the scene o f the first appendectomy to be performed aboard a submerged
submarine. Following World War I1, SILVERSIDES served fo r many years as a reserve trainingsubmarine in Chicago, Illinois. Finally, in 1969, the famous old boat was struck from the Naval
Register to make way for her new namesake.
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MISSION O F U S S SILVERSIDES

SILVERSIDES is one of t h e STURGEON (SSN 637) class submarine design. Like all submarines of
that class, she has the primary mission of hunting, attacking, and destroying enemy submarines. Her
speed, endurance, and elusiveness make her t h e finest existing vehicle for this assignment. The
improved detection and ranging capabilities resulting from her low self-noise level and advanced sonar
systems enable SILVERSIDES to use accurately the full potential of our most advanced antisubmarine
w e a p o n s .

In addition to her primary mission of antisubmarine warfare, SILVERSIDES is fully equipped to
naissance, and integrated and coordinated operations with friendly surface and air forces.





ENGINEERING OPERATIONS
BOW COMPARTMENT

C O M PA RT M E N TAT I O N

ENGINEERING - These spaces provide room for the pressurized-water type nuclear reactor, the
steam turbine-generators which produce electrical power, and the propulsion turbines which drive
the ship. The propulsion turbines are accompanied by reduction gears which transmit the power
to the shaft, ultimately turning the screw t o give motion to the ship. The engineering spaces are
filled with complex electrical a n d fluid systems which support t h e main and auxiliary
components of the propulsion plant.

OPERATIONS - This area, between the bow compartment and engineering spaces, provides space
for navigational equipments, ship control, and various habitability areas. The radio room, sonar
room, officers' staterooms, wardroom, and ship's offices are also located here. The lower level ofthe operations compartment is primarily occupied by the torpedo room.BOW COMPARTMENT - This portion of the ship is primarily a habitability space and includes
most of the crew's berthing. Quarters for the chief petty officers are found here, and a small
machinery space houses the axuiliary diesel generator.
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A submarine is more than a place
of work for its crew; a t sea, it is their
home.

Submariners n o t o n l y have t o
keep the ship running smoothly, they
must also keep their home livable.
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